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Daily Summary 

 
After a week of wild weather, the start of 
the second Northern Owls tour was no 
exception, with a blizzard heralding the 
arrival of the group. Luckily, everyone got 
in on time, the weather for the week was 
looking much better, and we had a lovely 
dinner together while we discussed the 
plan of attack.  
 
The next morning, we were off to a burnt 
area in the Sandilands forest where we 
previously had luck with Black-backed 
Woodpecker. Unfortunately, despite 
trying very hard all through the burn, 
there was no sign of any woodpeckers – 
perhaps the starting temperature of -36 
degrees Celsius wasn’t doing us any 
favours! A couple of Canada Jays and Sharp-tailed Grouse gave us something to look at before lunch, and after 
we set out to search for Snowy Owls. These were much more cooperative than the woodpeckers, and before 
long we were admiring a large, dark female on a close utility post. Shortly after we found another….and another, 
and another…tallying an astounding ten Snowy Owls before returning to the hotel! An excellent winter for this 

species in Manitoba. A covey of Grey Partridge was a welcome sight and a 
lifer for some – an introduced but naturalized species here in Manitoba. We 
enjoyed a fantastic dinner at the Chop Steakhouse to celebrate our owl-
filled day. 
 
The following day was beautiful and sunny. Our first owl was a spectacular 
Great Grey Owl sitting on a powerline – from the van we all watched it take 
off its perch and plunge into the snow like a gannet, when the whole car let 
out a collective gasp of delight! Upon exiting the vehicle, we neared the field 
where the owl was hunting and discovered that there were not one, but two 
Great Grey Owls hunting in the same field! They even chased each other – 
not something I’d seen before! We stood outside as long as we could in the 
-25 degree temperatures before getting back in the cars to warm up. We 
decided to backtrack a bit to a spot where a Northern Hawk Owl was 
wintering, and Amanda spotted it in the distance on a spruce tree. We had 
decent views through the scope, until the owl decided to have a closer look 
at us. We were treated to several views in flight as the owl chased a Common 
Redpoll across the road, perched on a roadside spruce tree, and even 
hovered adjacent to the vehicles – an amazing sight!  
 
After lunch we stopped at a kind neighbour’s bird feeder where we had 
amazing views of Common and Arctic Redpoll, Canada Jay, Pine Grosbeak, 
Hairy and even the giant Pileated Woodpecker coming to the well-stocked 

Snowy Owl by Lev Frid 

Pileated Woodpecker by Lev Frid 
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feeders. We then made our way towards Hecla. 
Just a few hundred metres before the resort, a 
Boreal Owl flew across the road in front of the 
van! Unfortunately only a couple of folks saw it 
and it did not want to come out.  
 
The next morning was once again a beautiful but 
cold one and we took advantage of some roadside 
birding. We had great views of a pair of Boreal 
Chickadees as well as a variety of other birds we’d 
seen before. A highlight was watching a Ruffed 
Grouse foraging high in a balsam poplar, giving 
great views through the scope. We did see one 
Northern Hawk Owl briefly on a roadside spruce 
tree, but it pulled a disappearing act when we 
turned around. A nighttime search for Boreal Owls 
proved fruitless, but I did manage to get my van 
stuck briefly while turning around! 
 
The next day we decided to leave Hecla early to maximize our time at our next stop. This was a good decision 

but proved difficult as we kept getting distracted by Great Grey 
Owls! Several were hunting on this pleasant, quiet morning and 
afternoon as we made our way west. We ended up getting to 
lunch a little bit late, as our last Great Grey Owl of the day was 
a huge individual hunting in perfect light, adjacent to the road - 
It doesn’t get any better than that! We still had some hours of 
daylight, so we used this to cruise the roads for mammals, but 
White-tailed Deer were the only obliging ones. We did find a 
flock of several Boreal Chickadees and some uncooperative 
White-winged Crossbills. Boreal Owls once again proved silent, 
likely because of the still very cold winter temps.  
 
Our next morning’s pre-breakfast excursion was interrupted by 
some park wardens checking in on a report of someone baiting 
Canada Lynx in the park – perhaps we looked like a sketchy 
bunch! Eventually they let us on our way, where we had 
breakfast and packed up for the journey to Winnipeg in time to 
get our Covid tests. We enjoyed one final Snowy Owl close to 
town before getting to the airport. The tests took no time at all, 
and we used our extra time to cruise some crabapple-laden 
sideroads in town, looking for Bohemian Waxwings which 
unfortunately proved elusive. We had one final delicious and 
well-deserved dinner and wine at the Chop steakhouse, 
chatting about our remarkable week of chilly temperatures and 
exciting owl sightings! 

 

 

 

Northern Hawk Owl by Amanda Guercio 

Great Grey Owl by Lev Frid 
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Canada - Manitoba: Northern Owls II 2022 

Annotated List of species recorded 

Note: Number in brackets ( ) indicate number of days on the tour the species was recorded. 

 

List powered through the report generator of our partner iGoTerra. 

 

Birds (28 in total: 28 seen) 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2018. IOC World Bird List (v 8.2). 

 

 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

 

Pheasants & Allies Phasianidae 

Ruffed Grouse    Bonasa umbellus 

(2) 1 en route 22.2 and 1 en route 23.2. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse    Tympanuchus phasianellus 

(1) 2 Brunkild 21.2. 

Grey Partridge    Perdix perdix 

(1) 10 Brunkild 21.2. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles Accipitridae 

Bald Eagle    Haliaeetus leucocephalus washingtoniensis 

(3) Observed en route 22-24.2. 

 

Pigeons, Doves Columbidae 

Rock Dove    Columba livia domestica 

(3) en route 21.2, en route 22.2 and en route 25.2. 

 

Owls Strigidae 

Snowy Owl    Bubo scandiacus 

(2) 10 Brunkild 21.2 and 1 en route 25.2. 

Great Grey Owl    Strix nebulosa nebulosa 

(2) 3 Agassiz Provincial Forest 22.2 and 7 en route 24.2. 

Northern Hawk-owl    Surnia ulula caparoch 

(2) 1 Agassiz Provincial Forest 22.2 and 1 en route 23.2. 

Boreal Owl    Aegolius funereus richardsoni 

(1) 1 en route 22.2. 

 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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Woodpeckers Picidae 

Downy Woodpecker    Dryobates pubescens 

(2) 1 en route 22.2 and 2 en route 23.2. 

Hairy Woodpecker    Leuconotopicus villosus 

(2) 4 en route 22.2 and 4 en route 23.2. 

Pileated Woodpecker    Dryocopus pileatus abieticola 

(1) 2 en route 22.2. 

 

Crows, Jays Corvidae 

Canada Jay    Perisoreus canadensis 

(3) 2 Sandilands Provincial Forest 21.2, 2 en route 22.2 and 1 en route 24.2. 

Blue Jay    Cyanocitta cristata bromia 

(3) Up to 5 en route 22-24.2. 

Black-billed Magpie    Pica hudsonia 

Observed 5 days in total. 

American Crow    Corvus brachyrhynchos 

(1) 1 en route 21.2. 

Northern Raven    Corvus corax 

Observed 5 days in total. 

 

Tits, Chickadees Paridae 

Black-capped Chickadee    Poecile atricapillus 

Observed 5 days in total. 

Boreal Chickadee    Poecile hudsonicus 

(2) 2 en route 23.2 and 6 en route 24.2. 

 

Nuthatches Sittidae 

Red-breasted Nuthatch    Sitta canadensis 

(1) 6 en route 23.2. 

White-breasted Nuthatch    Sitta carolinensis 

(2) 1 en route 22.2 and 2 en route 23.2. 

 

Starlings, Rhabdornis Sturnidae 

Common Starling    Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris 

(2) en route 21.2 and en route 25.2. 

 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches Passeridae 

House Sparrow    Passer domesticus domesticus 

(3) en route 21.2, en route 22.2 and en route 25.2. 

 

Finches Fringillidae 

Pine Grosbeak    Pinicola enucleator 

(4) Up to 15 en route 21-24.2. 
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Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea 

(4) Up to 30 en route 21-24.2. 

Arctic Redpoll    Acanthis hornemanni 

(1) 4 en route 22.2. 

Two-barred Crossbill    Loxia leucoptera leucoptera 

(1) 2 en route 25.2. 

 

Longspurs, Snow Buntings Calcariidae 

Snow Bunting    Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis 

(3) en route 21.2, en route 24.2 and en route 25.2. 

 

 

Mammals (3 in total: 3 seen) 

 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

 

Deer Cervidae 

White-tailed Deer (LC)  Odocoileus virginianus borealis 

(2) en route 21.2 and en route 25.2. 

 

Rabbits, Hares Leporidae 

White-tailed Jackrabbit (LC)  Lepus townsendii 

(1) 1 Brunkild 21.2. 

 

Squirrels Sciuridae 

American Red Squirrel (LC)  Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 

(5) Observed en route 21-25.2. 
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